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Mohr Siebeck, 2011); for discussion of the rabbinic evidence in particular, see pp. grey exclusively belonged to the First Temple period and were not in operation among the priests of the Second Temple.3 Recent studies, however, have noted that traditions of priestly divination through the Urim, Thummim, and other oracular stones persisted in the Hellenistic and Roman periods.4 These traditions vary and their historical value is often difficult to determine, but they demonstrate that some Jews viewed the continuation and legitimacy of priestly oracles differently than the rabbinic sages. Such traditions provide valuable insight into the diversity of thought and practice within early Judaism, especially as they pertained to views of religious authority and divine communion; while some circles appear to have downplayed priestly connections to the divine realm and invalidated claims of post-biblical priestly oracles, others continued to view the illuminating stones of the high priest as evidence of the priesthood's ability to communicate with the divine and to provide mediation between God and Israel.
In an attempt to articulate some of this diversity, I will provide a survey of the post-exilic traditions surrounding the precious stones of the high priestly vestments, their oracular use by Jewish priests, and the ongoing interest in their significance among priestly circles during the time of the Second Temple. With the limitations on space, I will not be able to examine each tradition in depth or consider the supernatural phenomena of the stones. Instead, in this survey I will consider the historical claims and ideological implications of these traditions-including those found among the Dead Sea Scrolls-as a way to illustrate the different attitudes toward priestly prophecy that existed within early Judaism and to show that, at least in some circles, practices of priestly divination may have continued into the late Second Temple period. I will begin by summarizing the origins of priestly oracles in the Hebrew Bible and will then examine the disparate views of their fate following the loss of Solomon's Temple.
